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Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been present in the Great Lakes 
Region since the 1960s. Over three decades, Swit-
zerland established development cooperation pro-
grammes. Since the 1990s the main focus has been 
on humanitarian aid and peacebuilding. The intensi-
fication and diversification of Switzerland’s activities 
relating to the transition to democracy required it 
to develop an integrated strategy aiming at a coor-
dinated approach to development aid, humanitari-
an aid, peacebuilding and diplomacy. Switzerland’s 
new strategy focuses on strengthening the legitima-
cy and effectiveness of institutions in order to help a 
population affected by both poverty and the conse-
quences of armed conflicts. 
Basic services: fair access to quality 
healthcare 
The SDC contributes in all three countries to increas-
ing the capacity of approximately 250 decentralised 
healthcare facilities, thus improving access to quality 
healthcare and health services for over 2 million peo-
ple. This improvement has resulted in a significant 
reduction in the rate of maternal mortality. Since 
2010, the latter has decreased from 120 to 80 per 
100’000 live births. In Rwanda, since 2002, the SDC 
has been supporting the introduction of a health in-
surance scheme which today benefits over 90% of 
the population. In the DRC, since 2009, 9’000 wom-
en have received medical and psychological care in 
the wake of violences they have been subjected to. 
Creating employment: new sources of income 
for rural populations
A dual programme established in Rwanda is improv-
ing the quality of vocational training available to 
rural populations and developing production tech-
niques of sustainable construction materials. As well 
Switzerland’s activities in the Great Lakes Re-
gion cover basic services, the protection of civil-
ians, developing employment and strengthen-
ing democracy. Switzerland’s activities focus on 
the Western Province of Rwanda, the provinces 
of Ngozi and Kayanza in Burundi and the prov-
ince of South Kivu in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC).
Context
The countries which make up the Great Lakes Re-
gion, whilst very different from one another, are 
largely interdependent in respect of their develop-
ment. However, since the independence of the three 
main countries (Rwanda, Burundi and the DRC), this 
interdependence hasn’t just been a source of trade, 
but also of conflict, causing immense human suffer-
ing and undermining the states in question. Since 
signing peace agreements these countries have all 
held elections. However, the past few years have 
demonstrated that these elections alone were not 
enough to build peace in the region. Institutions re-
main fragile and the population has not yet been 
able to enjoy the benefits of peace.
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Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland works in close collaboration with the 
WFP, UNICEF and the FAO within the frame of its 
food security programme. 
Transversal theme: gender 
Switzerland pays particular attention to all matters 
relating to gender and is committed to promoting 
equality between men and women in all of its pro-
grammes.
Partners
 › Swiss partners: Swisscontact, Swiss Tropical and 
Public Health Institute, Skat Foundation 
 › Governmental partners: Ministries, districts, prov-
inces, municipalities
 › Local NGOs and local private sector 
 › Multilateral organisations: WFP, FAO, HCR, 
UNICEF, ICRC
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC/Development Cooperation 21.5
SDC/Humanitarian Aid 8.0
DP/Human Security Division 3.5
Total  33.0
as minimising the environmental impact of economic 
development, these new production techniques are 
creating new career prospects for Rwandans that go 
beyond solely agricultural activities. Four vocational 
training centres have been built and equipped in the 
Western Province and six new basic training cours-
es (masonry, electrics, carpentry, welding, plumbing 
and motor vehicle mechanics) have been developed 
in close collaboration with the private sector.
Democratic processes: supporting land reform 
The SDC has adopted an innovative approach for for-
malising informal land tenure. It supports the instal-
lation of land registry desks in all the municipalities 
in the Province of Ngozi. Following some straight-
forward, quick and cheap procedures, these local 
services are authorised to deliver certificates. Since 
2010, tens of thousands of producers have been able 
to secure their rights in this way. The rate of regis-
tration of land rights by women has increased from 
2% to 11%. Land disputes are decreasing. The new 
Burundi Land Code, adopted by parliament in June 
2011, institutionalised this model of decentralised 
management and recognised the validity of the cer-
tificates issued. Eight of the twenty observers moni-
toring the Land Code’s application are women. 
Humanitarian aid: protection of civilians 
Humanitarian aid contributions to the ICRC, the 
World Food Programme (WFP), the UNHCR and 
Swiss NGOs have helped fund programmes for the 
protection of hundreds of thousands of civilians, vic-
tims of food crises, conflicts and natural disasters, 
especially in the DRC and Burundi. Where appropri-
ate, Swiss Humanitarian Aid has provided emergen-
cy humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced 
persons, particularly in respect of urgent medical as-
sistance (response to epidemics and also plastic and 
reconstructive surgery) and food crises.
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Vocational training centre in Burundi. 
(Photo Rosalie Colf)
Health centre in Rwanda. (Photo SDC)
Impressum
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC 
CH-3003 Berne, Switzerland 
www.sdc.admin.ch
Swiss Development Cooperation in the African Great Lakes Region 2014    2
Urban development: The town of Kigali. 
(Photo S. Flückiger)
Rwanda Burundi RDC
Surface area 26’340 km2 27’830 km2 2’344’860 km2
Population 10.943 million 8.382 million 65.965 million
Annual population growth rate 
(since 1990)
3.0 % 2.6 % 2.7 %
Life expectancy at birth women/
men
56.7 /54.1 years 51.3 /48.5 years 49.7 /46.5 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men 32.5 /25.2 % 39.1 /27.4 % 45.1 /20.5 %
Per capita GDP 582.6 USD 192.1 USD 199.3 USD
Proportion of population living 
on less than USD 2 per day
82.4 % 93 % ..
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